


Minutes of the PNRSA (2014) Inc
Annual General Meeting
Held at 24 Linton Street
On Sunday 21 September 2025

Members Present: (31)
Peter Hurly (President & Chair), Mayor Grant Smith, Patron Evan Torrance, Bruce Willis, Inez Avenell, Brian Gemmell, Joe Hollander, Rosemary Hollander, Marj Fox, Janet Darville, Carole King, Leigh Murray, Tony Smith, Murray Batten, Trevor Gillbanks, Merlyn Drew, Bruce Ayers, Diane Ayers, Albie Armstrong, Mike O’Connor, Craig George, Graham Poucher, Kevin Hicks, Mike Pettersen, John Busch, Ian Bailey, Josephine Bailey, Robert Smith, Al Hollins, Peter Dellabarca and Mike Oliver (Secretary).

Visitor:  
WO1 Noema Kopa, Comd SM, 1 (NZ) Bde.

Opening:  
President Peter opened the meeting at 1103hrs, greeted attendees and asked everyone to stand for the Ode in both Te Reo and English (recited by Albie Armstrong), followed by a minute’s silence in memory of club members Cliff Parker, David Hartley, Michael Earley & Stewart Couchman, and also Mary O’Connor (wife of Mike O’Connor), who had passed away during the year. 

Apologies: 
Group Capt Peter Gibson (Vice Patron), Colonel Mike van Welie (Vice Patron), Val Lamb, Tom Cormack, David Morris, Gordon Smith, Barbara Papuni and Tere Holmes. It was then moved that those apologies be accepted.	         
     B Gemmell/R Hollander - Carried
Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  
The minutes of the previous meeting dated 15 Sep 24 had been circulated and therefore taken as read. It was then moved that the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record.	         	       J Hollander/G Poucher - Carried
         
Matters Arising: Nil

Presidents Report:  
President Peter referred to his circulated report (copy attached) and highlighted events and stated appreciation for various aspects from throughout the year. Moved that the report be accepted.	
    P Hurly/M Oliver - Carried by acclamation
Annual Financial Report:  
Treasurer Brian tabled the Annual Report which had received a very comprehensive review by Sibi Thomas. Brian then detailed the financial outcome for the year ending 30 Jun 25 showing a financial balance of $51,130.64 and an excess income over expenditure of $7,112.17. Joe Hollander then explained why we have such a high surplus since the demise of the previous PNRSA and that we have no permanent accommodation. There being no queries from members, it was moved that the Annual Report be accepted.			      B Gemmell/J Hollander - Carried

Annual Subscription: 
Treasurer Brian recommended and moved that, as the Club is operating with a good surplus, the subscriptions remain as per previous years at $35.00 up to 79 years, $20.00 for 80 to 89 years, and no charge over 90 years of age for the 2026/27 FY.					              				 B Gemmell/M Fox - Carried

Election of Officers:  
President Peter reminded members that the Executive Committee has had to stand down in accordance with the Club Rules. However, as there had been no nominations received to date, most of the existing committees have submitted their nominations. All nominations received so far have been duly seconded and then accepted by the nominee and are as follows:
· President	Peter Hurly
· Vice President	Vacant	
· Secretary & Media	Vacant
· Treasurer	Brian Gemmell
· Membership	Gordon Smith
· Women’s Section 	Val Lamb
· Memorial Project	Bruce Willis
· Military Heritage	Joe Hollander
· Web-Master	Al Hollins
· Social & Programme	Marj Fox 
· Newsletter	Craig George
· Raffles	Murray Batten
· Committee	Nick Dymock 
There being no further nominations from members at this stage, it was moved that these nominations be approved en-block.									          T Gillbanks/M Batten - Carried

Following the above motion, Rosemary Hollander then advised that she was prepared to accept the appointment of Secretary, and it was moved that this be accepted.					 I Avenell/L Murray - Carried

Joe Hollander then nominated Graham Poucher for the Vice President appointment, but Graham declined. However, he did indicate that he will consider the appointment and advise President Peter of his decision in due course.

Patron: 
President Peter advised that he had confirmed with Evan Torrance that he will continue in the role, and it was therefore moved that he be endorsed in the role of Club Patron.
								     J Hollander/M O’Connor - Carried by acclamation
Vice Patrons:
Joe Hollander then moved that these roles continue to be held by the Base Comd, Ohakea (GpCapt Peter Gibson) and the Comd, 1 (NZ) Brigade, Linton Camp (Col Mike van Welie). 			      J Hollander/B Gemmell - Carried

Appointment of Financial Reviewer:  
Treasurer Brian advised that Sibi Thomas is prepared to continue in this role - which is greatly appreciated - and moved that this be approved. 					              B Gemmell/I Bailey - Carried by acclamation

Remits or Notices of Motion: Nil received.

Life Membership:  President Peter advised that no nominations had been recommended to or by committee. 

Welfare Trust Report:  
Patron Evan advised of the Trust committee members, being himself as Chaiman, Huia Niall (Treasurer) Mike O’Connor, Albie Armstrong, Trevor Gillbanks & Lance Tahiwi. He then gave a very comprehensive report on the activities of the Trust and explained the purpose and funding for the Trust, which is funded solely from the Poppy Day collection carried out by various individual volunteers and assistance given by other organisations. Evan also noted that this year the Trust had received about $1,900 via the collection boxes located around the business sector and a separate donation from the RSA of $3,200 raised by Ian Bailey during his ongoing sales of memorabilia. 

Evan advised that the Trust deals on average with about ten requests for support per month, also explained that Trust members continue to attend funerals for members and veterans, and carry out hospital and home visits as made aware of their circumstances.

President Peter then moved a show of appreciation for all the outstanding work the Trust does, and this was acknowledged by the meeting.						 P Hurly/L Murray - Carried by acclamation



Women’s Section:  
As Val Lamb could not attend the meeting, Brian Gemmell read the report to the meeting that Val had summitted, as follows:

“We have 22 Members, 10 of those are PNRSA Members. Members who passed away in the last year were, 4 = Mary Lock, Jan Murray, Ada Pike, Norm Sayers.  Ada Pike, we lost a few months from her 105 Birthday, she was a loyal member that would come to our meetings quite regularly. Our membership by age = one at 101yrs, four from 90yrs – 96yrs, seven in their eighty’s from 83yrs – 86 and 10 from 72yrs – 79yrs. 
We have our Get-Together once a month at the Senior Citizens Lounge.  In the winter our attendance is down.  This year we haven’t had many trips but the ones we have had have been enjoyed by those that have got a ride.  We now have only a few that drive, so the ladies appreciate the drivers that either pick them up for our get-together or visit other RSA Sections.
We are going to continue as long as we can, it is lovely seeing the ladies chit
ta chat when they get together.”

Mayors’ Comment:
Mayor Grant Smith acknowledged members and the great work they do within the district. He specifically mentioned the various military aspects that the RSA is involved with over the years, and particularly the input to the PNCC by Joe Hollander. He acknowledged that getting volunteers to serve in the community is getting harder, and noted that, with the two major military bases adjacent to Palmerston North, he is surprised that their respective personnel, whether serving or no longer serving, are not joining the RSA. Mayor Grant wished the Club well and asked members to keep up the good work.

General Business: Nil
	
Meeting Closure:  
There being no further business, President Peter thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 1146hrs.
Secretary: [image: ]			Confirmed by Chairman:


Presidents Report 
It is my privilege to present to the 2025 Annual General Meeting of the Palmerston North RSA (2014) Inc. the President’s annual report, on behalf of the members of executive committee, for the year 2024 - 2025.

I wish at first to remember those members who have been called to higher office.  David Hartley, Michael Earley, Cliff Parker and Stewart Couchman. And from the Women’s section Ada Pike and Mary Locke.  Also, very recently, though not a member of the RSA, but a spouse of a long serving and hard-working member of our RSA, Mary O’Connor – wife of Michael O’Connor and our sincere condolences go out to Mike.

The Club has done well over the last year with our numbers increasing with several new members and attendance at our evenings have been very good - even during those cold winter months.  We have had a number of good quality meals by Gary and Mere Fryer and have attended several restaurants in town.   The nights have also been highlighted by our regular raffles and monthly members’ draw and a big thanks to Marj Fox for looking after those aspects of the Club.

Christmas Lunch was a successful event at Bowls Palmerston North and we thank Inez and Marj for having organised this and Gary Fryer for his excellent catering.  

The welfare of present and past service personnel is the main reason for RSAs being established in 1915, and this still applies today and has been the focus of National Council over the last few years, together with lobbying Government to revise the definition of a veteran.  We are grateful for the ongoing support that the Welfare Trust provides under the direction of Evan Torrance and his Local Support Advisors – Albie Armstrong, Mike O’Connor and Trevor Gillbanks. 

Thanks too in particular to Val Lamb, who represented the Welfare Trust and the Women’s Section on the executive, Val stood down last year owing to poor health and has relinquished producing the newsletter.  However, Craig George has picked up task and has produced some quality newsletters.  Thanks Craig and thank you too Val for your ongoing support to the Club. The Women’s section albeit small continues to meet under the care of Val and does very well especially given their ages- one of whom is 101 years of age – Something like Allan Cull!	
We are grateful to Bowls Palmerston North and President Gary Fryer for allowing us to continue to meet at their premises.  And thanks to Gary and Brian Gemmell for continuing to be our hosts at the bar.  

Mike Oliver is a very capable secretary and is very efficient in producing minutes and agendas and responding to correspondence regarding the RSA, as well as being the liaison with Bowls Palmerston North and attended the Bowls PN AGM as well as updating our agreement with BPN.  Mike has decided that he wishes to stand down as Secretary, and this leaves a very big gap in the executive committee.  However, thank you Mike for your great support over the last four years.

I represented our RSA at the National Council AGM last year, which resulted in no actual conclusion as there were insufficient numbers to make up a quorum.  As a result, a special EGM was organised in a
April this year, which I again attended, but with some changed voting structures.  The meeting ended with an approval to accept the new constitution.  However, there are still a number of RSAs who are unhappy and making their voices heard in public. It is certainly disappointing to see some of the infighting that is taking place at present and some members airing dirty linen in public.  Hopefully the AGM at the end of the year will help to mend bridges.


Mike Oliver, Bruce Willis and Joe Hollander represented us at the District AGM in my absence as I was away attending a regulatory training day.  The report back was very heartening with Chairman of the Board of Directors, Rhys Jones acknowledging that National Office could have done better and are taking the criticisms on board.  

We had representation at Armistice Day last year (now renamed Remembrance Day and again at ANZAC Day Dawn service and the Civic Service as well as at Linton Camp and Bunnythorpe. 

Our financial position is still in good shape, although we have to be careful of our expenses.   We have 138 members on our books and 16 members over 90 years of age.  Thanks to Brian Gemmel who continues to work out our financial situation, providing us with a monthly update. Brian also oversees the merchandise since having taken over the reins of treasurer. 

Thanks also to Gordon Smith who has kept the membership data base in order and up to date and keeps the National Office in Wellington up to speed with what we are doing. Tony Van Rysewyk has stood down from running our website and Facebook page for us, and Al Hollins, our Air Force rep, has jumped in take over and has done a very great job.  Thanks too to Tony for his years of hard work and support to our Club.

Joe Hollander, after many years as Vice President stepped down from this position last year but remains a valuable committee member in view of his position chairing PN Defence Heritage Advisory Group for the PNCC and chairing the organising committee for the PNCC Anzac Day and Remembrance Day commemorations (as well as being the driving force behind the Engineer Corps Memorial Centre).  Thank you, Joe, for what you have done for our RSA and for the City. 

Ian Bailey our past president continues to look after our merchandise and he together with Inez, and others are passionately involved with the NZ Remembrance Army and the service graves restoration and maintenance in our cemeteries.  He has since handed over this portfolio to Bruce Willis – who has been doing a very good job updating the various service graves and liaising with Veterans’ Affairs and the Council - many thanks Bruce.  

Bernie Nichol is the Linton Camp liaison representative and has kept us up to date with Linton matters regularly.  As mentioned, Al Hollins also represents RNZAF Base Ohakea.

Thanks also to our Patron Evan Torrance who is also the chairperson for the Welfare Trust and to our Vice Patrons, currently, COL Mike Van Welie and GPCAPT Peter Gibson.

Lastly, thanks to you all for allowing me to have the privilege of being your president and of chairing the executive committee over the last 12 months.

While many other RSAs in the country are in decline and we are still slowly recovering from the disaster of previous years, our numbers are slowly rising and I wish to thank all members for their continued support.

Kia Kaha – Nga mihi.


Peter Hurly
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